SPEECH ,.v.,^-; 

OF 

MR. SKELTON, OF NEW .JERSEY, 

IN TliE HOUSE OF REPR ESF::.\TAT1VES, FEB. 14, 1S:-1, 

A(JA1N8T Tin: m'VM OF TUF. MISSOURI COMFHOMISK'. 



The I Imise lieiiiij in the CommiUee of the Whole |j 
on tiie Mitiie 'if ihe Union — 

Mr. SIC EL'i'OX siiid : 

Mr. CiiAiKM.w: Tiie suhject wiiicli \ propose 
totiisi'uss .11, ilii.s (ic.'Msion i.s one I Mpprojich wiih 
extreme reunet. The suljjeiM recently intmiiuceii 
into iliis [ !(ui.-;e, and on which we .sha!! be cotn- 
pelleci to ii'ji, nivulves (juestioMS of so much im- 
portanrtf ihai i cannot, consistently with niy seiise 
of duty to liiv cMnsiituenisiiiiti my ('.(Hintry, refrain 
fi-0111 ii'ivinu my opini(jns to this committee, and to 
the country. 

I de.-ire, niiove Jill thinir.-?, tlnU the vnriou.s 
States nf (un- irreut Confederacy siuuihi dwell to- 
gether in peace nnd harmony. We of New .!er- 
sey require pe.ice; we demand peace; we desire 
to foment no .•^•ei'.iioiial feeiiriiris, to excite no sec- 
tional hii.-^tdiiie:-— in a word, to do nothing th.-it 
shall in any way di-^turb tlie harnnmy and pnis-j 
perity nf our c.onunon country. I'.ut, sir, we are 
compelled to art nj) a subjc.i wl)ich does excite, 
the puiilic mind— a subject' invoivmij, in my opiii- ; 
ion, ilie most momentous ccuiserpience.s to iliis 
country. 1 ajiproach \\s cnns-iderntion with thof^o 
feelintrs of nwt' which every iiouoriible man should 
linve Who is sensible of appmachinir a subject of ; 
importance and niaiinitude, involving the ^rcat ; 
interests ol' our cummon country. 

1 believe that i correi-.tly repre,=;ent the .senti- 
ments of the people whose r(>|»reseniaiive I am 
upon this floor, v.-. hen I say that they are devoted — 
pussionaiely, irrevocably devoted— to the Union 
of these .Slates. Entertaiiiinir fliese feelings, we 
extremely re^i-et that, anytliinii should have lieen 
introduced into this body wintdi may in the least 
disturb the harmony and friendship of the Amer- 
ican Sialcs. 

1 reirretted the more the introduction of this .sub- 
ject, because I believed tl'.al ii.-t iuM'oduction was 
entirely umiecesstiry and uncalled tor. Our coun- 
try, al'ter the pas;-;)itjre of the cfmiproniise act of 
ISal), at'i'M- the elect nni of CJcneral Pierce to the 
presideiui;-;! cbair of the United .States, v.-a.s re- 
posing 111 entire {]u.iet, pence, and harmony. I 



would not luive conteinidaied for a moment, when 
I took my seat at the c.ommeiicemeiii of this se.'-i- 
sinii, thai this .sul^ject of slavery, or any olhei cal- 
culated to ili.sturb the harmony of our Conl'ederacy, 
wiuiiil be presented liere. 

'I'iie reasmi.s which impelled honorable iienile- 
meii to pu.rsue the course which they ha ve pursued 
it is not my [n'ovince to in(|uire into. Ii is not 
my province to comment upon their nifnives; nor 
do I intend to comment upon the motives of any 
neiitlem.'in wlio i.s liotirned with a sea' in ihisl iali, 
whatever course lie may [)iirsue. While I con- 
cede to every man a rii^hi to ac.i acc.ordiiiir to tlie 
dictates of iiis own coii.science, with a due sen.se 
of hi.s re.spmi.sihiliiy to Ins country and to liia 
Gioil, I claim for my.self the same hi<ih privilege; 
and I apfM-oach thi.s subject with a deep {;oiii-;cious- 
ness of duty and responsibility. 

It is iiardly neces.sary that I should allude to the 
cour.se of the city papers here — [i.'ipers pati oni/.od 
by this Government — to their coiirne of dtiiuiawfi- 
tion aijain.st iiulividual.s who are by a sense of duty 
(compelled to act in opposition to this measure. 1 
regret that these jiaper.s should litivf- indulged in 
invective, in such terms as tiiese: " alKdiiionisis," 
" faciionists," " sectionists," " nn[irincipled," 
" without conscience." 'I'hese are the iernis,sir, 
which I have seen in the.se papers, snsiameii by 
Ctoveriiment patronage. Have we, .Mr. '.'hair- 
man — and I appeal to the meml'er.s of this com- 
mittee — h.ave we really papers hfre — |ciiroiii7.ed 
by the Gfivernnient — for the purpose of tnanufac- 
turiii<: public sentiment for this c(Hiiiiry, and of 
attempting to overawe the inember.s who have fi 
seat in this Hou.se .' 

.Several .VI K.Mi;i;ii>^. " Gooil !" " Good I" 
.Mr. SKELTON. When I first iiMd-r my .seat 
oil ihi;.- |]i»or. the very first, caucus that v.;is held 
within these i lall.s.and very s<ion iif'ier the uri'ar 
iv.aliiui of the llouse, a series of resolniioiis w 
pre.-ajiited here, asserting that tlie .•mnprom 
measures were a finality. We, :-;ir, v.'ere drill 
up to think — to hope — tlnit these ine;i,'--n;-(.'--; shmi 
! be a fiHiiliiy; tliat tlu'v were ;i sacred cciapact be- 
'! tweeii tiie Nortli and .South; and tliat, an a sacred 
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Cir.ii'M 'l , i:m ( i ni.il rmiMMcI, sve Wi-ff;- vntt'S svii !'. ihe niiimi-ii y nf t hi' imi-'. Iic|-n 11 r:oiiL.- 

'.iiiIlM !, I' ■! '111!!, 1m r;iri)' lilt'lll "W' . nilVrS in ImVoI- h! llic :i!iri".:,!'!"li I'i frtnl ;-;i|'t, 

\V I ! i' ;■■>■ '■!•■ i ihi.-'i- r. ii.'^:'-. iii.il nnw svr i! re !i ! his i'mhi r.n'l he ihns iirnKi.'ii, v. h,\! '•!:;il:t;rii'-e 

!•;•.'!(•; • l;i .rj'tMl Uu"-r I'l ■■! 1 1 1 n' i S . I li'ii r;iii wc' hl'.Vi' 111 iiliifr III ill Ml"; "\(; 

Otif I'i' !' • ■■■ • V, [■•■]']{ ! h--.'.r ; I •III! '!■■ 'li'lr'f in ;•!*.••'• lili'iH- ('niii['!'n!lii--t-.-'. I'.'ili (-w-r hr l;i .(ic. .S ■ > lUi.re 

Uri.-y. '<'■ .■ ill- iiil'i'lmj r.ii't.' f.r !;\>'' < "tnl !i''(;,--sinilS nil ciliifr S.li.r — n Hit' i i itl ' !< ill ;■.;,(! ir.if- 

'■; 111! ' 'IK i li'i i >: h''V<.' » h.ii \\\'' ] c .■•)', h.-; rim 'ii v . p.inn v nrc ;it ;mi f;.'! . 

.•illll '.■ • I'l r.;|ih i:':' iill.- I'niliiliy jMral :slnk',- 111 l' f l j li imSC l.ii.",l :.|l',l'rv Sj I';' illl'> .\' i I • k:^ — 

I'.ii'MN'ii •■ I;- '.'.- i'l he nrii'i! ii]' m. ^\'ii:it .'.•■•rt- i hr-sc 1 'Mr'i!."V(- w i!! — mi ! !ipiiii'"^:iiiii i.: .:li' :o 

(T.'.i'.ii- ■ '1 - Lei IIS i'l. k a! th.ciii. \V!i;:I v.;'..=< .:'iMiii iiri' f^-^ a ,-■! t'>'e Sin'f-, ii.' fi • si:\t.-;:; 

In!' '•li;'''ul I'-'j'i- — I i-'iin .il'"!il!s>' l-l'UTi'il ' ; 1 1 1 .•; i \' i' i r, r/i' M t f ' > | i '• ' 1 c N . i s ti i; ' •, • f, . i", , .t •! 

;;ri' ' i. 'I.f llfiil' V! !•■ -I'liu I V-,:iX .l.l'nnli'vl llli'i ''..ni- :;:|\(.. Sl;i!.s '| ! 11 I-' i : ; ' 1 1 . i i 1 : -I'l f.S ;l 

;hr ! Ill 11. .f ' M-ile. li.iW lilil till' i.i.'IU-r :-l;'.iiil >!:r, S;,'I", ;Mi.i ihf i'; .|'u!> ;i : ir;':','l 

;ht.Mi' T'l ■ .'\ .-i!', rfi'i'-i'i! Im ailnn! aI iss ntri , .i-j i. tcriiiiis' imw I'l iiy '' v,i'! ti.e 

a .-i;»V( ~''i'''-, ii''.:i Ill^' rnU'ii. V.'hv: iiv ausc "i\ y.r,--. .Si i-.i cf- 'u- iui ■niii'.-il /.\\:'\:'- ii sWi.;;- 

thiy ;■">.■ i'.,-;' • '.'.vcrv nV;< pi'ir^iTsyU"^ ii-.-.-r llit' !ii a W'li'i', Wi!l t'Hi ih-- imt;' i'\ t- i' M:.-:- 

;ci-;-M 11 I' .'.-■'-il tV'UH l-'r,ni'-t.' ill ! ■U.'i, iim! in n <«.nri i'i.;iijir"iii!s;' i\r\ ri"!i'!-ii |i-' v, ii"li- -'.ivcry 

:;;i.' V. •.■•■ri' ii'v v.':\.s lil\" lt> he a! ..-iMrhi d as. inic;-'! inn , aiul '.Mxe 'iMsp lo cc'iiii-.'i li'iin-' 'il' ili" inn.--!, 

lave -a.',-!.-. Thf N'lriii siw l iiis, anii iVt in;;.'; iVarinl i;i,Hl' I .•' i sifJi-.-aiifii l■■.',l■:■■^' i.e'"i'i- :i''h ;i 

;ha! ill' -; ii - i i-.j"al ri>'.hir; v.itli i'ne |i'.""[i!i.' ni' llif •.■■u>^) is inloai. Tiif- liiijn-,-: ,••!!. I ;'r-'s;i! ''* -::••!' ihi 

iSnnlli 'k M iN I'li'Unrv, liir-v' raiii!' Mp her;-' aiai !"i;'iirt' nt' ih^' -.rrea't-st jir.iimi liu- '.•■.■■ir! ;' i:",-: ever 

1 1 !'u.--;- I :\<. s'-i'M-ry t'l i-r.rcail !>'.>■:• li;e wii.iit' sfciu am' h"|irs of ilw !V■^ ,.! • i-'' riav 

>)!' lii I ■ .'•,'■:'■•■. I ).-ii'ii.-si'iii (n.-npn hcriMlitnn'.r i hr'iiii:ii"ii! llif wm I'i , may he iiiv.',\ ■.•'! i.i >. ir ;'o'.- 

i'.V'it -ini:; i.f ^ t ss, and, f\'\nl nali v , an [jnn nn t 'uls iju-sH'Mi 

;;':rrt' . .v-i;-; (■nit"..'il iuin, hi ! vVfi'ii ;hf N'M'ih i inns! rajii'llv ovt-r i>'f' ; '''n';-' i w'lirli i 

iiinii'" '■• i;, i ■ I 1 he i:li".",'t tiial il' ■ he- .Nhn'i !i svii'.ild pi', ijin.^'c I'lkc a '.i»\v iiimii ih:y h!-./ n, ■v\'i;li 

■•idnin '--1 i-->-':Miii 'o ciiiii;.' Mitfi Hie Hir.nrt as a sla'.'c nn-rr'v hiniin'j: ai ihi' s'nm'j jHii..!,-; a'l;! :>;■:•,!! nieiiin 

Hialf'., hvr.';' — 'o 11;^!' I h, f I a ! I ;i;ua I'-i" tlis' a«'! — udn^di hav(- liceii prr.-i'nlfd in fw -v r.'' ;:iis mc-n^- 

hi TO il'-''.'- a'' I h.at l(-'rrit(>!'y ! V'ML'' ii'H"' of H(P Ijh' \\<:r. \ \'<[\\ i-';niin.i!i.in wf tin- ai- "ii!,;->;!-; r iMin'l 

;iiii1i! 1 n i'';;!!--, sh-'Mihl I'lirevfr uf 'Irvnti-d ii> t'l rp- he t-ntfrt'.l iiitn dniii'L;' 'iu' hsair wi/a'!; in {■ikiv/ed 

ihmi, an.! iii.'.l slavery .'.dniuld iU'Vt?r he carried it\e Imt thisilis.'iis:-iini. 

iiierf-'. 'i''ii(' jn't'ieAt si^! np I't-.r the ahr .'/ai lifliii'^ 
iN'nv.'., !-'iv, tht"' Smith ohtaiiK^d, in that, n.-rrpo- mntr-irt is, ihat t'le cDii'.pri'nii-;;' i f' 1 -"'n ai"! t'n 'I 
nu.Mii ,! !n-ir ' .hj.'.i (111(1 jioiiit. and M'.'<soi!ri '.vis nf I ^' ."id a rf iin'.iiui lat ih!.-. isii:-:.,- i ; 'unk t!\'.t. 
iidiniut'!' as a .■■■L-u't! Suite, I lnw sianids the ni')t- ih.o- itis-a-.'-siMn ah f'aaiy had iipmi ih .s .-.'i l j,ri ha^i 
tor iiiiw r < .•■.'iiilfnifu Ifli us that this is mu a p-iiaiiiisiii'd ihi- jtnin! that thi'ri' is im im- .i-niiani- 
itropasniKn i"i-' ni ihf S'Miiii. i .'-ainiil tint, sir; ! hi'ity ix'twcr'ii thoin. Vvh,;;,l, v..-; M a i'Tn'/irn- 
.adtnii Mm ! I;.' .'•■^••nHi has iint dfinandi d li. [ ad- nnse ni" !~'":ilr !; re'jiiri! tn ili,' !• r; i' pn.r- 
1U;I Mr. I iiif' -■i.ijili VvTiS rrpo-dii-i in (inn^' ■ <a! • insci CrMin i''ran''<,-', !-;iaAVii a-' li.r i : n n-ar'/ . 
.'vs l!r- >•■■!■. (ii.it, fl,!.-: prMpn>a'i'.. (''nni'S L'luisiania — 'i- tiat ti; rii.. ;p. 1 n • .p/ 
i'rnai a lana -aai ni'iii, rcpres-'iit iii-;; a Stale •.vhiis" ahnic. it an^in; "n 'h ;;,:!ii.''. n ■ '•■la: 
;(-rra- ry " i'n c, hy vir'nr nl' an a"t simiiar v,---' e ihc iM-inn-'anisas ni' i'hi ,• v.-'i'-' 
to t!ia. >>/ • 1 ahM'h' !m la - mT \'r^'i . adni! i.f ' ' •hi'Mina a^- a S' '■'. "'i.- ■ tin i.--i-i;-| 

, ! II I, II' 111' ihii'^-? iiid i'a.s'nii 'iifil k'ind i>\' .il' ;is a !':-i-r!"' .-ry , I hr 'an; ■>( 

rni'i! \'. ■■a 'I'.'inv f ihai udi'ii a !•• 'ii'n>"l isniah'and \t Man ,;s a. ' •"err: ! ■ n v . ihi'inii.- ' '■: i-*' a ' e- 

C'n'fri'' a'l ■■ hy in:'ii, I'ln-v s'aaarni •..••and i.y ii. ;■.'.■< an TfAi 'i;".!! Sy": --m ■", ' '"i- ..>;i ■•!' 

v'Vcn i ''II MM ■ !i'-\" Inn! i ht' \V(n r'l ul' i he imr'ia m . ! ' in- si.' vf' 1 1 .nia' : a i hi' !■; ■•' ra'i ••!'' '.aunn na, am! 

'1111 V. I 1 1 a • n I . ■ • nd ' 1 v ai ml rai'l s wiicll I'li i ri r.l dc- liif (■•at. t.-icnt nl' I nc i'larn ; Va ;- \i- 'i'hf'se 

V.n'dii. ' ■• >: mti ny 1 Im' i' • >ii ! i !M 1 n a- '.-s ! iia ! 'am- ci . n.-a i ! n ( >'. i i h f- ami! pn .-a II. -a- in' .n'liia^s ■■■','] a I!'! 

'-'■•iliii'- at.. ma; anMpiMiirs'i's eiiUnad nilo hy hmim'- in va'i.i: pait:a:il ar. imii .any inaii it-i! n. ,-, art- Mn.'.-a 

a.hh"' I '. 'n'a .in ih!> dmir. i'i,"y a.re I'mnrai'is, m, 'snics ina i'nii.iiildi' v.'iUi ilia I'n.'n) aa .iiiis.a of 
and ! -a- ; am <■ iniw we ran hmim-.iidy a.l 'rii:.raU' 

ilu"!!. 'i'in'tu^ ni'-a.snri' .T.nji!if'(i to (•."•liin icri"''fiirv 

!>a' II '■;■ 'V-/- li-: riaini iho S'ainh '<■!'.' ih.il \va .".1 vl-.ii'h i h..'.a n.a.ncd. i'hr cimr. •• " l a' i-i' ]'':• 

lilt.'.''-' i. a 1 1; . •li'i-Ti'd lim; 1 hm'.r 1 1) I h.am . "'^''.11 .n a:! :•• ai'i'i am ten i' imy p 1 1 ! l-Van'"-. 

teinii't .' 1 "a p imi ct' i il-' aian raai . aanl -.vam'd hs it in-a-'.-. an y, in ni'sh'r tn in' i li nt , •.v ii.''-i; 

1 ■ ■'•■I'-amMr lis I'l If •' i\ !• iliat ir-n'h'rr" wt-h \ a ,1 Imiilad nne !'e.-i|iia-v ^-.mi;.,';! •■la.arv, 

! ''h'iii (hf vahv!!:y nf ih'^ arj-nn-' i, th.;: vaa ;.-iims'id admi; aii i;n^ r.'-a m,i.,i s 'i' > 

1 !' ' >• 'r'h did, laiaii'r it. Ia;i haa--. ihe M-rmsr Is I'n it ih- pa.-iimii ,a..; •■ , . ■! la; !';» 

■•■■hi'.t liiis snri-rndai- I'.r ihe I'limnr.nni-^a I'l-in m, th.at i ici-an.M- we ;i(lii!P-- ! .\ m.v Vir-si.-.) 

\ -v ma til m.d;e a snu-'ia'-'lam, 111 'uu'i L'liih v.-ilh'!.,! sai •» ai-v , n »■ mt- ("laiia ;iial ta 

.'ir ;;>:!. pa. slim). Snnprsi • a.i- li.ma,:-ahh ad 'iiu a!' nthr r ['arril r.rics iipMH .m- 'arms : 

•; I'l.im ''la S inih w.aa'i !• ave the tnn sii.iii M'<;aiuine iins iil'-.i f.'r ti mii'ii"!;;. T, -ai •; c -■:\i,'.!' 

oi-a" "la-'Piv.-s t'rc.i'! ih,a .\' m'! h in ■.■.a'li,-'. p rmci pie wi' m 1 .; i 1 1 s:i y . 1 na.i I mn- \.f .i.i. lill' d 

'h. \i' nii'-M-dy, amd 'if tr'"!r (t'.vii te'i'm-d . 'l"a>;as with sla very . v.-|i h n riir.'rv a: :im;i":i l''i' 

1 



,■ . ' ■ '.I-;,---,!: ■^■■p:(;a ulrnm ''h-' ! I nir m'ps . ; isli i! '.v a I ! le '1 'n- • i ■ ■ ■ .: im ".ili;:.'. 



■ ' d r.i;- \M. and a a- ; ; d 1 h 's c an aa''t , a II v.- it ii -a 1 M-r .' . ! -ai v . i i .-a . : !.. a ; a ■ • i-mniiii- 



■•'■Ilia! P'rn IPr. la;' -j'- (•■mii • i i r a ; ; v ; i-a h i In -a m' 
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the prini'i pie <>[' tlu-ticl ol' ITol r ll v.'iis. iluii .s|«- 
Vf-i'V aiiti i:t'C' !.■!' nr hr-iiiii i!i''(iiii|intiiile, iiiid whi-ii 
'.i'lii'/d Wfir rii!rn!;Ufi! ti) j ifoil ix'f (IiM-uli-r iiml 
CMiii'ii.- iitii. ili;;.! ;t (M.riHiii Hi'' len iii-ry sliuiilil lis'.sfl 
iijiMi'i :',ir .'1 ciiii.iiidii ill lici'iiaiicc win're tVt'O laldM'- 
fi'.-- <'iii,!ii iMiii ri.!iiivftie liit^ laml u'itlii.'Ui ilicai-- 
nf lie-;: i'a(.'fii iuti wliii'l) ever fniliiu's 
I'lic Irti-iinii iMi.nnn;.'- .side liy .side 'AiUi ll'.o slavo. 
i r;ay Ilia! iliis v/a.-; liie I'l'iiu'ijiic uiiirli uiir f'lre- 
fa! Iiri-s a'':t d KjiMM — )i |iriiiri|<!».' c«:>rreot in llu-<:ry, 
and l!,L;idy iM-iifii.' inl in (invciii-e. 

Tiir' SiPii;|i t;H.< i-cot a part til' I.iu- rnutitry wiiifli 
is ('ail'. II.! I'M.) t(i iiiake .-lavei-y [Wtifiialile. iS'tif lias 
rf'fiVf,! iifi .sr..t:-(! lif'fVM-y jiiii'lKui ofierrilory .set 
;i|iart. \V f ri-.v', i'>. i-d ti< 1 iie .Norll another |'<'riitai, 
wiiadi was sff ap:>it. f'',<r f'leeiiuni. Is liicv*:' any 
timiL' iiiiuriuiiiiiiiiii' III iliese arraiiiremf-iitf .' 'I'liis 
ij^jTMiiry i''^ H ('-'imuiin iiiiieritainT, as lioii'iralde 
jieii;l.-i!,.^ii fr.iui '.lie .Smith ;<ay. Tiiey li.ave tijua i 
li^iiis V, :i'i ux, we eii'.iui eijuiil ri^^liis v.illi 
tiu;iH. Lei ii'.e, i:.y w;iy i>t' ilhisiraUini (if lliis |>nii- 
cijile. iTive ymi an «*X;iinpIp: A iitan, dyiiiir, leaves 
a lai'Mi. a.-, ;ii( <'(]ii.il iiiiu'iii '.iiet* tn iwn soii.s. One 
orilieiii ni;asi>- Ujiii havin>::tlio wlinie I'arui worked 
accoidniii- ni Ins ineilind; Jiie ntlier iiisisis ni'dii 
haviiii;- It \V(»ri;ed aceoniiiijj: tn lii.s iirrtinns. 
iSeiilier <»r tin-i'i can aL^ree, Wiint jn iiieiple will 
be suiiue.'^ieil lu every rcarjonaMe n»;iii in sin'li a 
coiidiiitin.' VViiv siiii|dy ilns : Lei the t'ai'iii iie 
divuh'd; aiul lei cue man \vln> has one iiieliiod ul' 
wurkin.'r hi.-^ farni, and who iii.sisis iinnn llial, 
ineihi.ii, have Ins share; and lot the miter man, 
wli'i ii,!.-. a ilifierent ineihod ot' wnrlvin^ Ins, am! 
U'iiu fd.-ai insists n|iun In.-: own method , ha ve his 
.'jiiare, i-'jiii let tiit ui both svorl; side hy sa.loiii peace 
and liarnmnv. 

Mr. ivi'',l i i\ (interrupLiiiir.) May I assk llie 

;^£'nt lema ;l i piesl '.oti.' 
Air. .-'m'v !''-L i'( >,"'\ yielded the lloor. 
r»if. i\ i',1 TT. The irenllfinaii sp>enks of the 
iiiO'inii'.-n liiilii V of Ifihor, find of fi dixision ot' ter- 
ritory in cti i.-a-iiiienee. \ow, ! vvtnld iiiipiir'e oC 
liie litUaa.in wiiether he would have voied for a 
Sjieciiie, j,rii\'i.';io;i extendiii'.'' the iViissoiiri coni- 
proimse line Wi the l*,a'i(i(' .' 

jVii . .Sivi-.L VOS , (i esumiiii:.) Thai is a snhjee.t 
upon whii;ii ! have not relleeted to any consider 
able extent, un;! mit- upon wliieh i nm not. eit this 
time prepare)! to ).;ive a dee.isive an.swei'. It' it 
were j'lrs-.aiied lo nie in this I louse t'or my action, 
Irshnnlil. as t'.'iirly as (ios.sibte, ni.ake up my mind 
ai< to ilie itis; ice or i he iiijus; lee nf sueh a measure, 
and mv von- wo\:id de|ieiul tniirely upon iny e.on- 
victioii;-. di' rm In . Uiuler no cireuinsiaiu'es ha\ e 
i niiv d i.-[i!i:.|i ioi; to iratnpie upon the riL''his ot' the 
peoph- ,)! iiie Smu ll ; nor have I any disposiiimi 
Ul nlliiv.' the ri,':ins id' the people uf the .'North to 
be tram|ilt-d iipun. It is u|ion the m-em iirmeiph' 
of ri.'{lii and ju.-'i!''e (.hat I would pl.-ice all ihese 
gTt'hi ouesiioiis ati'i-etiiig ihe o(mi!ii'iii interests id' 
our cniimrv. 

iiiii >iend.-!!ie!: s.iy there is a principle iiividved 
in til'' eomiiroiiiise nt' i,-!,")!), and ih.at they want '•> 
e.^talilisli •'lie will' h sh.ill hereat'ier govern tlie ac- 
tion ni' (;.)!■! II i.ist — liiat ihev want to establish a 
priiii'iiiU' 'u hn h siutli hereat'ier and T'ovver irovern 
tile iiriinii lit' ' !un'j;ress of' the (Joitfd Stales. 
Sir, i.-j ilu- oi .)po.>il inii here presented.' Ks 

tab!!.-,!; i! i,|-ii,ei|.;v ! ('all \\ e .--u | lefs- d e aci s o f i e^; i s- 
IfttJun i.'y .> [•! niDi'le ; (J;ui v;c al)roi.;aie cuitracLS, 



whether rii;ht or wnnm, !iy a ini:.' ipie .• Will 
hoiie-rable meiii!<eis ot' this 1 |oii;-r atii a pi such a. 
propm-'iiion ; .Are not the nets ol 'he!'! .,;.;i i-.-;n ol 
the United States, when rtnisiiii.i .^m .!!•,■ en.e.'iedi. 
Iiim.lin>; upon the people of 1 h is con 'it r \ .' .And 
can they rise, in the face of sn. !i ,r. ,M:d say 
they iiiwe a principle which will al-'disli tbeni? 
Why, sir, lei lioiiDrtilde i:en;li i.ieii hvk where 
they are .'„'oiii«f, wlit-n they talk adna;! makiii^ a 
priin;i|i!e super.'sede coniracis and ai is ot ie^.isla- 
tion. Where woulii such a pro! n.-aii.tii lea.i! u.s-.'' 
If there lie any one pi ii!c:ple more ful! y t: la'dished 
(hail another, it is that every m.iii b,i.-> mo.- rii;!it 
lo himsell, and a ri,i;lit lu tlie jiiis.ses.--.ioii of lit.s own 
labor. 

Um, do ytiu want to estnidisti pi incipi.-TS to .su- 
[lersede the etmsiitnlioiial leizisia! ion .d' ihe coun- 
try /Ai;tiin, I say, lei us h.mk v. here we tire 
iii'inir. This vei'y proposii.ion would lead to the 
rankest aiioiit ion isin . At iea>;! that i.s m\ opinion. 
We are existinu under ;i socia i conipact; ,s:m\ criied 
oy liiws, and by a Constitnlh.n lieiii.et.'ii!-! y eslab- 
li.-lied by tiie .Atneric-in people; and wetoeb.iund 
lo observe the [irovisions of our ("onfinuia :i and 
laws in all |"iari icuiars. 

There is a term whii'li has- liet n used in the (lis- 
cussioii of ihis fjue.stion, in iliC lad iic prints 
throiiir'nout ilie country, to wln-. h I murl;iive a 
ptissmi: notice. I have .--een it in il.i public priiilK. 
ami i have heaid it upon this liniir, ibai the 
Democratic party must crns'i out l-'i i c-.'-'Milism 
ant! A boliiioin.viii. | diijiut knnu wi.in the term 
was first coined. A tienlleman luai loe .-a).; that 
the Attorney Cieneral is the ati'bor ol the terni; 
but at all events, it is very expressive, "('lusli 
uull" Crush out what: Ciusii oui the hue of 
lilierty in the human heiirl. !s u our basines.s to 
<'rusl; out the sentiments t-f the .AintricfU' j f ople 
by tlie lei:isl,'il ion ot' iliis Coni'rrss.' If it is, 1 
would like to know it. Is ii the bnsiiiess o|' po- 
li'iciii parties lo c.i ush out the hiv e 111 lili( i! \ w hich 
bin-iKs in the human heart as Ifiia .as bfi lasts. - 
Why, tyrtnits in every aneoi'ilu- world h.ive been 
irvnii: t^o crush out thiii spirit ever since (!ain 
miu-dered his iirother. Thrones and enipiies have 
been overturned, the eardi has been dehii;e(t in 
blond, and yet that spirit still lii.riis,ai.d will ever 
burn. .We hfivf an example oi' ii at this very 
time. Tiie I'lmperor ot' Itussia is aomil ei uaiiint!; 
in this c.rusaile in \Maish oui libt-riy in \'V eslern 
l'!uro(ie. He has a'read\ planted his iry foot upon 
the fields of Muiiirarv; ho lias .■ hc.i.iv cni-died 
dnwi) the patriots and republican.-, thai m.-e iher'e. 
i»ut, sir, 

" Tiuth erti-lii'il to ''nrtli slnii! ri-i' a-jruii. 
'('lie ('tcriiJi! >i-iir- iil {;<iil ;irc Iiit"- ; 
Itiii crnir, wtiiiinicil. \\Tii|i''- in |i;iiii., 
And die.'^ iiiiiiil lier wurslii|iiT.-. " 

This nietisore, Mr. f 'hairman, prcpn.-t s in cii'inf^e 
lilt' p.Mst ptdioy of our Ciovernineni . 'i he mily 
(p.iesfion which I shall lake iiiti • considei 'i ' lon ia 
whether or not ihe ladicy established m I?.-'", by 
our forefathers, the year in W'liici, ;hf ' 'cn.-i rat ion 
was cstiildished , was vvroii!_r j ;m!i ;aii Liinnd to 
ancient cusKun and a.ncipiit nsat:e. i i i liev e in the 
proirressi V e spirit of the aL''e. I belnve ihnt wtj 
.-h'lidil accntniuoihiie ours(-l\»'s in ihf n.i diiinii jn 
whah we find ourselves ex i.- in l; . W'ha'fver is 
, riyhl we should emljiace; whatever vvrotig w€' 
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slumlit ilisi'nr;!. I.- 1 us lunk, Ui».'m, tor a iiHUiit'iil 
nl 'lie jinli'-.y ♦■stalilishi'd liy our t'ort'tMl Ihts. 

'I'ht; iMiiMiiitii'iiuii ot" tlu' AfVii'iu) rai'.i.-' inUt lliis 
couuiry lia?' aUvnys Im'-imi Innkcd ujtoii a« nut- of 
the i;n'.iicsi cursps wi'li wiiir.li our muittry iiMS 
boeii alihiMi'd. Mein'.f it was ilie [Xila.'y of this 
G'lveriiiiii'iii, vvlieii the Constitutioii was estali- 
li.shcit, ii> |iri>hiiMt ihe iniroiliu'iion (tfA t'l irniis into 
this <'ouii!ry afier the yvfir This was the 

pohrv ot' the Mvinit-rs of thf.> Constituiioii. They 
rtcteil tipon th(.'ir c.orivietioii — a conviction whif'h I 
enlt.' I liii — that tlie introdiftion of the AtVican race 
on this I'diiliiient was n jjreal evil indicted on the 
Ue|ail)lic. 1 Icace it was conieni|>lait'(i tluii, in the 
conr.>(! nt' iiiiic, I iicir irii|iortaii()ii should ctaso, and 
it w,is S'l enacted in t he Constitution ot' the l.JnitftI 
Suites, in the s itne year that the Constitution 
was adopied — in |7S7 — an a<;t was passc.'l hy the 
CtuiLM't'--- ot" 'he Unned States proiiiliiiiiii; slavery 
front al! that terriiiu'y north west of rheOhio river. 
Now, I siiiMild like to know if that policy was 
wroHL!, ? ! sh.iijhl like to know if (iny ireiitleinaii 
will uf'f- "p on tins iloor an<l say that tliai a''t has 
be<;n any injury to the prosperity of tiie cminlry ? 

I ask wlieiher the act of 1787 has heen pro- 
ductive of i^ooil <>)• !);(d resul's as t.o the prosperit y 
of oiirrouniry? I leave that (piestion to lie ile- 
cided hy the honoralile Ivepresentatives of the five 
States cionposm;; that, territfu'y over whicJi the re- 
Stri''tions of ilnit act ojierated. 

Mr. IM.iiI,LM'S,of Alahania. I risetoa rpies- 
tion iif iiii'i-r. I nnderstand that tlie honiesiead 
bill was made the special <n'der for this day, and 
iinlil ilispo-u'd ot', .Now, i suhinit whether it he 
in (M'd r f u' tiu! jrentlenian from New Jersey to 
consinue time whicli hasthus iieen specilically ap- 
propri iU'd ill the discussion of other measures 
c one whicli wa.s assitrneil (or considera- 



'^UAIRMAIV. The Chair will state that 
lit ot .rd.-r has iieen repetitedly raised, 
.M ! 1 1 .Ll I'S. I know that the g;eneral point 
has liceii raisi'il tSial when we are in the T'ommit- 
lee of I he Whole on the state of the IJninn, 
spee^'hes nuiy Ite made on any suhject; Init the 
iipecific ipies'ion I make is tliis: When the I'.nuse 
fius|ieniis ah other inisiness, and makes a specifii- 
nieasnie the spec.ial order for consideration until 
disposed of, whether thai doe,s not alter the ireiie- 
va! praciice r 

TheCI! MIIVIAN. If this werea n<'W (piestion, 
raised for the first time, the Chair w.uild sustain 
the ireiiileni Ill's point of order lie lias, however, 
seen it rfpf.ii fdly overruled m this hodv, and de- 
cides, in a' ''Hi dance with what has Ueen the nni- 
fonn pr:ir! i.'f, I hat ihe ^entleinan from New .Fersey 
Clin proceeii III Ills rem U'ks, 

[Ciics ot' " (.Jo on, Mr. Ski;i,T(in !''] 
i\lr, .Sl\ Ml.. I'(»N. When inierriiuied, I was 
abiiu! St iiiii:: ih It it w.'is the ireneral conviction 
that the iiiii':diii'ti(Hi of the African race to ihis 
cnniiiicnl wms an evil, and an evil mii'"h to he ife 
plorcd, I'li.it iiositi'Mi lieiii'j; ad iiii'ied , the ipies- 
timi MiMV started wliciherit is wise tc> spre.'id 
this r.'ic!' .'dl over ihe coniine'ii, .and, in the lao 
gnai;c ot' W!i ers of tlie prc-'ciit, liay, ,'\ l'rii';i ni/,e 
i^ni'Mh' I. We have he.ird a i:reat deal said .-ihont 
t^e .\ ',111/. uiioi I't' l.'dii, ot" the aholiuoii ot' 
slavi-ry iln s- 'ly the I'ji iush and .Sp mish <..rivero- 
rneiiis; ind mt ly fe'i! le.iicn t'eel very sHiisitivenn 
thisjunnl, if It. be oiijc.'iona'ile ti) A I'ncaiiize 



(.;nli;t, how inU' h more ul'jeciioiial.iie would it be 
to A fricaiii/e .■\inerica. 

Tliei-e is one fact iii c.ofiiiection wiih this suliject 
which I 1711111 'I pass Ity. I liiid that the slave por- 
tion of the ;\fVic.an rai-.f* multiply mie-ii 1a,-;ier than 
the free portion. 'I'he increase o|" sli.ves in the 
United States t'or the l,asl sixty yi-.ns li.'is been 
:,',r»OIJ,r.»:{, ami of the free blacks :^ti:t, I',::.. I ii ad- 
dition to this, I find that, in jSall, l.lipi) hhic.k^ 
esc>ij)ed from slavery, and l,(ti)(t wert' inainiinitied. 

The position mi wliicli I re.-u my support id" the 
past pidic.y of our G ivernmeiit, and oiy con vii-iinn 
of the imp.roi«rieiy of siirrenderin*: that policy, is 
that tree and slave Ifiiior are iiicompatbih-. Tiiis 
whole controversy, which has slmnk ihe Union, 
orimnated frion the fact that (lie I'lve laliorers of 
the North, us the fVee lalimers throiiL:hMui the 
country, are inakinij the most ^lu'ainic. eli'orts to 
improve their soeial c.onditioit, and to 'jive a char- 
acter and influeiK'e to labor. They find, sir, that, 
whe fver they are placed side Ity side w;ih tlie'/if- 
rican sl.ives, they share in part tin- dei.'Tadaiiim of 
the slaves who toil with them. Hence ihey Mbject 
to be compelled to enter into competition with sla- 
' very. 

Now, .sir,the cpiestion iire.senled to this 1 louse — 
to tile CmiirrPss of the United Stales — is, shall we 
compel the union of these discnrdaiit eiement.s? 
Shall the United States Go vernnifiit , her.rafi.er, 
compel the free laborer of the N'oih to enter into 
competition with the slavery of the Sduib. • I say, 
.•shall W'P r.i>n)|<el it.' I have no t'l-ar <>{' the result 
of that contact — (»f the final ;icfioti, and of tiie final 
result. Hut I would reirret fo see ihe cnniest, be- 
cause it would euL'^tuler a i^reat deal <i\' ill f»'elin<!^, 
and di,stnrt» the harmony of the people. If the 
battle must be fom^hi, however — if the free !a- 
iiinvrs of the North must meet ihe sl.ives of the 
South face to fac,e, ami if one or the other must 
'riuiuph, the re.«!uh of the t;ontest cannot be douljl- 
fol. . 1'%-eedoin and the free lahorer, sir, will, in 
the end. triumph; and "the iiisimuioii " will be 
" crushed out '' and silenced f n-ever. The coiitesl 
may lie (doody — may liefearbil — may le \d tocoii- 
i'u.-^i'U) ;uid disa.ster in the AmeriiT.n nation, such 
as will retard its pro'j'ress and impair its laosperity 
tor ai^es. j-'or the sake of bum initv, fn't.he sake 
of the riii'hts nf law, for the sake of tlie free la- 
borers of the .North, for the sake of the slav-es of 
the South, and those wluHUvn them as theii- prop- 
erty, I deprecate tlu; coinmimilinu; of these ele- 
ments. 

Sir, these hiboriuir m isse.*! have |)rodnced all the 
weal'h (hat. exists — h ive c.h.itu;;i-i| llu- fa- e "i' tliia 
whide e.iniiiient — have felled the d :rki-iuii!^ forests 
that shaded the savMi^e beasts, and ihe more sav- 
;\'Zft ni' n — have cultivated the s.nl ami made the 
desert to bl<»om as a irtird^-n — have re.ired pupuloiis 
and |M-osperinir ciiie-: — hnve re o>'d our scliool- 
hoiises ami churches — Inive builj Mur sipps, and 
freighted them wnh the prodm-is ot' ihe sod and 
the laliiu' of tlif ir h.-Mids, an<l h'lvc iiavi..;aod 'hem 
throuirh every oi'eaii and sen to the rfnn-ifsi cor- 
ners (»f the irlolie. Tliis i-lass Ins evfi-I.e-n op- 
pressed hy the stroll'^ arm ofmili >n \' fniwer, and 
the intliiencc of" .'onceiitraied wei'ih — .i.ne hcen 
deprived of the prodocis of thfo' I'i'm r, .nd, in 
many C'>nntncs. of' tlieir persoi.al h'^ei i v , M' d sold 
and li niuhi vvilh thes'iil. |-',vcn in oui-^, 'he 'oosl 
faviirfil ut" all lands, tliey do iir,Mmv ihe.i irii# 
and jus', position m ihe jiolitir.il nnd s 'iw-.A s.cale. 
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Tl>e stru!j^i:le of fhiVf-'e inii^lity Miiiltinulcs is to rise 
ill the sofinl >tn(l |ii»litifHi sc.,>Ue (tf .society. Jii.s- 
tice iiinl liiiinniiiiy deintuuls ttuit this Ht.rni;irie 
should ti>it, lie nitst rurifctl. "^I'lial s?nii:!;le hits hoen 
waged <V(Mii t!ie (Vnimliilioii of the wnrld. Sir, it 
lias overtiinif.'il ciniiircH. It hns cnislieil thrones. 
It has Iteliemlt'd ivittiuirchs; iiml may «;;!vin do so. 
It has deciiiKUt'il whole cou:ilries and whole em- 
pires. 

To reali/.e flie continuance of this strniii:^le, we 
have only to cmhI onr eyes hark a few years, to 
the revolutions in Kurope, where the vassals were 
bowed down lo the soil Uy the instilution of vas- 
salage; where the owner of the .soil lionght and 
sold the jieo|ile dwelling tliereon, and made them 
ahsolnte slaves. That was borne with for years; 
but, sir, wht ii thai mighty mass, with the energy 
peculiar to them alone — when op|iression'"l)ec;;me 
intolerable, and when their bnrdens could no 
longer i>e borne — arose in rebellion, how terrible 
was their vengeaofe! VVlio can forget, sir, the 
contest, of the Tnf onic race in Germany and Kn-r- 
hirid to tfirow o!T that system of vassMla^e there? 
Who has forgo, ten the Celtic race of France and 
Ireland in those slrnggle-s? Who has forgotten 
the bloody WHr.s of those terrific revolutions? And 
later .still, wb.o bus fori^otten the revolution of 
France, when the Trench nation, rising like a 
mighty giant front the sinmiier of aires, hurled 
their oppressors to the dust, with terrific slauirhter 
and bloodshed r And now, when we look ba-'k : 
upon tliat contest, we are strnck with horror. 
Uut, sir, it was the heavir).;; of the miirht.y ntasses > 
of laborers, and they shook forevei- that instimtn>n 
of vassal)i'_''e (Vorn olf tlieir sli.'inlilers. ■ 

Agiiin, su-, very recently, when th.e Mnnirfu-ians 
were held in vassalaire by their masters, they ven- 
tured to rise and assert their riirht, to tlietnselves 
and to their own !fiii<u-. They shook the Austrian 
Kmpi'e lo its very fountlaiion; and had it n<n been 
for the T.>n[ierorof Itussia, the I hitisrfirians would 
have forever established their independence and 
their freedom. This contest is just commein-ing 
again in Ivirope. Nie.holiis of Russia, fiiHlini; 
masses of vassal shives at his command, is now 
attemptuiir to crush the spirit of liberty in all 
Western K.nrope. The contest predii-.ied by Na- 
poleon Bonaparte is about connnencinir. Thtil 
battle which is lo make Rurojie (Jossack or Hepub- 
lican is al.»itul commenciit-;:. Kni,Hand and Prance 
have been standing by liesitatiiig and tremltlinir. 
They have been lonkinir on awe-strnck with fear 
at the sirnggles ai->oul comniencini!:. They pause, 
deliberate, hesitfite, negotiate, and do all they can 
to avert the struirule. 

Knt the si'Vjis of the time indicate that a battle 
is to be fouijh! — that a terrific revoInti(oi, which 
shall surpa-s in terror all that has preceded it, is 
about to ciinimfoce. I do not lielieve that iMiropp 
is goini; to l>e f 'i.ssai-k I l)elieve that the repulili- 
oatt spirit which animates Ivu-oj-e, and which 
meets with a rc>;))onse i^rmn this continent , warm 
Utnl heiu t V, ''".'ill nor be "crusherl, " I believe that 
tiie tyrant, ab.iH! to "c.rnsli out" the spirit of lil>- 
erly, will !ie iMiiiDflied to flee buck, in dis'_'race, 
lo his norilii'rii liaunrs of despotisin , liuinbled and 
(.1ei;!'!uied ; nod liiat lihert.v and jiisti^'e will ije for- 
ever esta'ili-;(!ed. 

M r. ' 'li.iiriM.)!) , I ^;l;if pi| I !imI ilie principle, vvhii'li 
i bt'lifvt^d lo 'ic iiiiii ot' p^'n'•e. \,vas i!ie assi^jniiiH' 
to diliereiit porlioiis of this country line and lati- 



tude where slavery miijht go, and where if might 
not go. I believe that the policy established by 
our f(»refathers was correct, and has ijeen piroduc- 
tive of peace. While at the North there is no 
dis[)f»sition t(> mesldle with the South, the people 
of the North will not tolerate, for a moment, any 
interference with their rights. Had I tidvocateil 
interference, I should not now be lionored with a 
seat uiton this floor. 

AcciM(|ing to this principle the South has <rotit.'? 
shtne of the bargain. Has the North received its 
share? Let us look «t the matter for a moment. 
Let usexamine this subject a moment. The area 
of the slave Stales now admitted comprise ybl,(l88 
square miles, while the area of the free States 
comprise only (l.'H ,(i77 srinare miles, 'i'hus you 
will perceive, by ihi.s simple statement, thut the 
•South has got an area covered by slavery much 
larger than the North. We have fr(nn the slave 
Stales ninety representative-'^, and from the imrih- 
ern,or free States, one hundred and forty-four rep- 
resentatives, thus showing that while the slave 
States have one fourth more of the area devoted 
to slavery, we have a la rj:er amount of popnlation 
in the free States. The whole area of the United 
Stales is 3,"3i!>..')t»() sr|uare miles. The white !)oou- 
liifion, accordiuir to the census <d" IRf)!), is l'.).r»."v{,- 
The number of slaves is :.<,ti04,:M7. Ad- 
mittinir this to be correct, we find that while the 
number of slaves is small cotnpiiretl with the free 
laborers, the South fiave the liu-gest .share of the 
territory now set apart. 

A'rain: In the admission of .States into the Union, 
wliMt do we find ? We find that they have admit- 
ted, since the oi irani/.ationof the Government, eitrh- 
teen new States — nine free States, ami nine slave 
States. Mere, airain, whic.h section of the country 
lias the advnnta'je? Is not the ad vantage u pon tlie 
part of theSituth ? Hjive they not the larivest ter- 
ritory ? In the admission of .Slates, have they not 
Intd an e<pjal share in the area of theSt.nes tlietn- 
selves r What lias been the result in reirai d to the 
Kxecuti ve ofhcers of the Government ? We find 
of the fourteen Presidents, eii^hl have come froni 
slave Staies, and six from free States, while the 
population at tlie North is much the ijreatest. 

Thus you will perceive that in everv view of 
the rpiestioM, no injustice has l>een done to the 
South. If any injustice has been done at all, it 
has been dtiiie to the Niu'th. If there is any in- 
eqinilify, that itieipiality is in fav(u- of the .South, 
nod a>.^'nnst the insiirutions of freedom iitui of the 
North, even if the whole territory of the United 
.States now unoc.c.ujii»'d should be f'Mrever set 
apart to freedom and free labor. The South have 
now their full shai:e of the area of this irreat cf)un- 
try embraced within onr liomidnries. It has i-.eeti 
stilted that there is no diirerence between profiei-ty 
in slaves Mild property of oiher descriptions. \<n 
this correc.tr Ooes nor the Constitution nf the 
United -StMtes make a dillV-rence? Do not the laws 
of tlie country make a diilereiice ? i f is mit thiM 
(lillerence been univer.-:aliy ai;kno\vleii^e[| ? If 
liicre is no diliV-reiu'e, why is it thfit tlie ioinorta- 
tioii of slaves froin .Africa is forliphlHii ? If there 
IS no (lilitMence between this kind of property and 
tliat ot' iKU'r-es, what riirht have lA-e to [ir.iliiliii, the 
uwoplf lit' the S'liith from '.roini.' to AlVica fuid 
liriiiiroc-.!: M way that kind of property? 

A'iaiii, iftliere is no dufereoce, wlwit riirhi Irsve 
we at the North to exclude this kind of property 
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from roniinu' Hnioiur iisr I'lit tliei'O i.s n (lifltT- 
eiH'c. The (litl't-ivMT lui.s filv.iix'rt liccii arkiutvvl- 
f(li',tMl, IS unf|iiestioi)n!>l('. lint I nl'jt'Ci tit tiie 
exieiisiiiii oi' .sluvfc'ry <»vi-r tVee i'riinry for mi- 
oilier ii'.tsi>ii. 1 iiliject to it, ItftM.usf shivery is ini 
eU.-im'iii ui' <iisi',(iri| wiu'i't-ver it is luiiiitl tn exist, 
i liitvo s^'^'n III the puMi:" |ir\pfrs tlitU tli*.' m»-'i:liaii- 
']{'■> of tin.' sniitherii tStfites h.-sve, on scveinl oocm- 
fjiiiiis, lichi iMft'tihirs remniislriititi'i tti^niiist Uu»se 
holilinir siiivc [ir(i|tt;rt.y Hliowtti^ t.lifir .slaves to 
bei'.iiim.' iiifMiMTiics, Jiiiil thus come into coiii|teii- 
liuii wuh iVi'e iiu!cii!t(iic«. Tlu.s feeliiiji |>rfv,iii>5 
exlensivcly iuiioiiiT the nii'f.liuiiit'.s ot'thf .soiUlit-rn 
huiies, Hint II 18 ll»e same fet-liiig llial prevniKs all 
ttvrr lilt' IJtiioii. 

lii;-, ! um here to ;ulv<>f!nt,e the riidt's ot' t.lie 
)iesi;i'o, tiii'iiixli I Wisnnly syin|i<itlii;'.e wiili the op- 
}ir'-sstii ut" fVff'y r;»c,e or ciinio. I .im lifie to 
ui! voc.;ac iiu' riiiliis nt' x'wt- tree iiilmrers, iiml I »lo 
r-:(», <'<"iisi'.iniis tlini my .-Hi vot.vicy oftlifir ri:',hi,-s will 
unH itu' sniiic res[ .ise Ironi t,lie tree liiliuriti^j 
masses of" the .slave .St.'iiPN tis from the free l.iiior- 
!"0i^ iii.is Hs of iIm- fVt;e Slal«-S. I liave loiiii liet-M 
jissociaWMl •vViili llial class (»!' people. I have loiiijj 
been Mssocisifd with ial>oriii«jj nieii,aiKl every pul- 
s:iti(M! ul' my lieurt tiirohs in iiiiisoii with their.s. 
I kttow tlieir wants; I know tlien* iVeliti'^^s, cohI I 
know ihtMr syinpaihies, anil will ever maintain 
their r:'.;h!s and inieresis, parly or tio party. 

Aiioilit'r lunnplaiiii. rr<>(U the stave States has 
been, iha! they shmilW Inive the ri^ht to take their 
|»ropei !y where iliey pleas*^-*!. Now, sir, ilo they 
possess thai rtirhlr I think not. It «;ai)hot iie i.iken 
into tiie iVee .Si.-.te.s. It naiitiot be taken itito some 
of the '|Vrritt>ries, .MllhowHli it e.an be taken into 
others, liut, adniiti.ini; the po.sition which lias been 
!, iliai ilii.s kintl ot' property is the same as 
er, htive I the rii;ht to take my property 
will invade my neiirhlnir'.s dwellioir, and 
ipirv ? Can I bntlil a p«»W(b'r maira/.ine 
ot' my tieiirhiKn"'s house l ias any man 
Iheritrbtto iiitroihice •> m«iiuia<"iory into llie midst 
of a popiil'ios city wlucli Will poismi tlie .itinos- 
phere, jkkI scitter d*^atli ami disease around him.' 
Can he d > these thin!;s? 'I'lien why not allow this 
description of properly to lie carried into till the 
Territories? Simply tVcan the fact tltat its iroin;,' 
there will l»e deirin'.eulal to the coinmoii iiiteresi 
of onr country. Ii. would detract from the pro.s- 
jteriiv of lilt" I'erriloi ies. 

'I'hi' iiisiitiHKMi of st.'ivery may be prnllt.-iMe in 
snnihiMii iaiiindes, wluM'e the white m.-ni caiiiioi 
bear the iiifcusny (»f a tropical susi. Slavery c„in 
be taken there :-ind made pro(ii,>it'le, Itiil it eaiitioi 
loanycNieiit m noiilu'ni climates, ^'♦'t hnndieds 
of free laiioi>'rs will lie prevented tVom iioirnjr there 
to settle it' slavery iroes there. 'I' e result, then, 
of cai rynii: it iiiio these TerritiM'ies, will I'e to ttli- 
struct the prosperity of the coniitiy; it will be to 
kee|t out ti;e free Ijiborers of the North, wlule it 
will i'e of no lieiiefit practically to iheSonth, .\ovv, 
Kir, sli.-ill we repeal that, act, and allow it to >;o 
tiiere - 

The )xn^i\t iioint. made by the advocates of this 
ISelir.'iskf! bill, and the one upon which they 
inainlv rely, i,-;, that the Territories liave a ri;:hi 
to jjoveru tiieiasel ves; that they have a ri'j-hf to 



the Territorie.s n riirl't lo leiiisle.te !'or then^^elve.'- — 
!o mnke their own laws .- Wiii •..''•lulenie.'i si;uui 
to that propositio!) r If they W ill, 1 « il' to it. 

Rut if so, what b;i.'iiiie:--s liave we this bill; 
If tl'.e people of the Terriloi y have .a rii;li; to nnike 
their own laws, to adiuioistrr ili'-ii' own al(fiirs,to 
establisli their own insiiiniions., what liiiiit have 
yon lo conie h.ere itiii! l{;:isiaie i'or iheinr The 
a-'sertion of the pi'inciph- is th'f-etly in r-iiposition 
to your practice; jiihI 1 lake it tlitU dtai':; spei'.k 
loiiiler than words. 

The joint owners oT ilu-se territories have vesifed 
the coiiirol mid irovernine.';! of ihem in i!ie Con- 
I'ress of the United Stale.-;. Tlie Ciisioni he.s here- 
tofore been in nil cases ibr (■oll;:re^■s to retain the 
control nntil some coiisiiieraUlo jieriiKineMi 



meot has Iteen snade. Ti'rritorial 'governments, 
heretofone, have not been e.siabli..lu"it iin;;! a con- 
siderable perinaneni settlement h.as hem made, 
wlieii Con^res.s Ijas .surreiulered a part, of the 
sovereiirn powervosted in iliem to the pe-'pie. As 
the settlements of the people ii;ive increased and 
become more periiianent , Sf.ales have been eslab- 
Iished,aiid Congress in these cases lias snrrendered 
all Control in purely local matters. In the tstab- 
lishmetitof territorial and State irovernments, Con- 
trress has ac.ted i\h .St.ntes have in u;i '. iiii:- cit ••/.-iiship. 
.■\ man removini!; front one Si;'.te to ahotner i.s re- 
• jnired to reside a upecitied time, with a view ton 
permanent residence, in order to eniiile him to the 
privde.';re.s of a citixen; anil riersons c.nniini: from 
|oreii.:n countries, a nnich lontrfc residence i.s re- 
tpiired Itet'ore they can enjoy the riiihu and privi- 
le;:es of oiti/.ens. 

In new Territnriefi the .satne princi|!le is made to 
apply, Mo one di.spnte.-; the wisdom of f-aich law.*; 
orsnppnsef^ Ibra monieni, that ihey destroy inan'.s 
riLiht to self ijoveninienf . Ciovei'iiir.eiit of any 
kiod is a restraint on man'-: nainr.ai iiiiei ty ; bnt,fr 
wisely instituted, irives him vjre;(ter liherly and :5e- 
cnriiy than he conid eiijiiy v, itliont it,, 

in the case under coiisideraiion, a cdntr.ict has 
been made between the reoresetitafives of islavc 
and free .Strttes, in ret:ard lo this '!% riaiory. at « 
lime when no inhai-.iiaiits r.^sulfd ihere hut the 
Indians. Persons iroinj: ilifre votiiiir;i!ilv, must 
be subject to this \nw e.nd Contract, and they have 
no rinht JO cojuplain of it, as a resiriciioii of their 
li'oeity, <n" ri^ht of seli-ifo verniiieiit. 

These Territories are uesiined to he the homes 
of millions, I trust, for aiies! to corne. Men will 
i;o there from all seciieMis of onr ctuiiiiry , and make 
fierm.aneni settlements for tbnni.-a U e.- ami thrir 
desceodaiit.s. Nmnerons and i o, ai|oii;! States will 
'oe formed and settled there. I lace ihe i*pn).le in- 
liabitii tr fliH various States, who paid their money 
far the pnrchase of this Territiiry, r.o nirhis or 
interests involved.' Can their ri^'hts .and inte'-est.s 
'oe justly tilken from ihem- I have fnll faith in 
man's caftacify for, and ri;,'ht to, sell'-irovernment. 
This is the very foundation of my p.iliti.-al creed. 
Iiiit can I, in the exeveisf ot'iuy riirhts. take tVoin 
and de.stn»y my tiei;.;h!!.oi V risrhts: I h.avea riijht 
to (h> ritrbt in all fhii!'j:s, bm no rinlit 'o do wron^f 
in aiiythin;;. The riixhts of all are pr"(!icaied in 
the protection of the ri;,;!ifs of eai h The ."^fates 



d<» as I hev pie ise. T 



have a deeci interest in 



iiropcr s";tl.-meiit tiiul 



lat assertion appeius to » 



popular eleaieiK m tlie human character; and it is 
upon that i'.ro'.ie.il. I calculate, that they expect to 
nuuiitaiti tiieir pusuiun. Now, have the jieople of I 



prosperity of these .■■if,-', r, mi li,-;iee the Con- 

siilutnni has m;ide it ti;e limv ot ('oiejrt ss to pro- 
vide for their wants ami la i, e care of i iieir interests*. 
1 find [irovisiuns in the bill tinU llie >es-;iou ol 
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liioir [.f-lislaUiri- <.iiiy i)tst, forty tljiys, .'iriii 

tiiiit. iiniy iV(-c v. lii'i'.-! ViKtf or lutlii t.lIi.'C it) 

Tei'rir.irv. \Vii.,r. ini<iiit'>^s lutve we tn in't'r- 
I'lvre ill liiis m.iiTt-r: A--..iii, iliere i.s ;i I'lrnvisiiiii 
.:h.nl itil ilii* I;iv, : .,-i>st\i iiy the Lt'«riKliitiirt' !>(' ihf 
i'erriiiirv |-.rii;'".,-.'i-,l in In- ori^atii/.t-d !iy thi.-: in!!, 
imisfi I'f* 'i!' iiii:lit ;.i thi.s [1 iiise (uul siiliiiiiitfil to 
• uir i'<-vi-^,;>ii. T ic-v f!" ."'"t a[>:ii)iiit liifir nwii 
(sitverii' iir i'nii' ijil uili.-ri-v!. We do iint !i!!i»\v 

.ilt'ill in r,! ;.;iy lU'. ! i 1 1 1 1^''::. I UMirhf (ivvcil at 
.f'imlli Ki: f'i-.'-, I •••!!^f, •■ 'lit thfl riliiiitV nf 

;is).si;,ir!ii assM:!;'. - ! : '.n! : !V iiiiM- u'ill imt, iic'rniil il. 

iSir, ii 's t',\'- liuiv ('!!.■::!'•!•■>; to kiri^'ah.-- I'mi' 
i.-ie 'I'f'.'i'i;' I'll "(':,.• r i;;.-'riiiinii iinMi'si s il:-,! 
iii;y ii'Miii i;s. li'i'-.v i,!-'!iv I ir'rs'.'<n« are tiit-ro' ii! 
'3'(.i-."ii .I'V, t:"' ,-i-'.!;i:".tfy tlp'-i'!', Init Mtv-'lv 

IIHS:-!!!!^': ■Vi.tlsl.^'i I iit'V l-'I'Iiii^tl '! Ill 

/laci-ins'f ill' i ntt rr:- !;•• lit Ihi- '['(-rrlMry ainl n!" ihi- 
•■.v!i'.>ie IJiiMM :' Ii i:.' ih;!'"/ of (.I'i!!:rr.-'-::-' .so to 
leiri.-^if.ti.' f'i\- i !if '('•;•! rii'.-'rii'S ;c; ii' iJi-iUMoie llsf citiu- 
tnon iii'-i-c ri; V n!' iIk-- wii't'p nninii. 

15'.'.! I '.i lli-M i,!V ''iiii--' is ;i!i.:Hil I'X niriiiu', iui-i 
i I'lVisi ■•• Til' ;i!v r:-:;!:ir!is v. .t!;-;);! ^;;^vilu;' Iv^l' lii.il 
i i;l!<'ip!( .1 ;■■) •■:;>.•. Vi.'i Will iiilM'A' list' t i !-.",V, ill 
•■■,)nciii:-!i.il, i i.M^'C- l-ii)'" ftT I ilP t'll'liff, V. 



fvcv iJie MP.li'>u of tills lltdise may I l>f-lieve 

liii'.t if tilt' .\! i^i^oiiri cmiiitromise is rejicalptj, it 
a ll! (ijM'ii tiie lioiif to f.triff jMiii ooiiK'hiioji, ami 
iliMi '.V 1 1 ('never • 'Mii>:ress is rr-ijiiirf-d !o aiiiiiif new 
St.-i'i's into the Union, vvl'i'tiior wiili or witljotit 
slavery, (iicrt' will In' I'miliiof fuid conU'iiIUMi. As 
ilif inatii/r now stnii'l;--, rni the [iniii'i| 'If h .ilreatly 
■'Sialihslifd. wv <'.Mii l-e f.t ju'ai'e, ai'.d iVi'e from 
t'eads, and (piariTis, a.nd t!;reait'n'ii'.:s. 

VVtf of ihe .'S'Mrifi liii-'Ml'?!! lU'lliiii:-: a'Miil. di.s- 
iiiiiini. W'r- ni!"nd t(» fi^lit oar :),,,:.'r the 

I ' aion, ijiiJ in tlic Utii'iii. 'I'he |a-nnil si^i's aiul _ 
.-•rilifs sh;ill t-ver \vav(' over nar i.tM.!.-; \\ii:lcvv"e 
l':i'!i:' t'lir fur n',:'h!s. i say 'hat ! iiiVf ii.ii.e for 
i!ip fnin.re. I h.-i hopr ili.it jaswi'c w :;! irinnijdi, 
aiu! iha' til." iifM-l'r.r-'iir,' o'' tl'ic A iii-''':' 'i 'i i"'0|ile 
w il ! do jo. ■■.•':''(• 0 « il! I | la-Ms of: lie .'X uif n'- "a I ' i'! ii — 
i < tia- S'atf--: ;'.M,i ali t itt' Tfrrii'Tii ■<. I liavg 
liiioc that liUfrtv. jiistirf, and frau-riai v will l)e 
•'..Jlaiilisireil, and lhai iiarnttMiy will i-V'-iioially pre- 
vail I liroiii;iiiiat !t'ii::ilt and ur<aili!i ><\' tliis 
...To-al llfpii-ilir; and wio.^a that d i ■\<-r'\: .<, wc 
shall itM!i-/.t» the j)ri'di''iinii dl' S.i.'r.'d '•'»' i a — " The 
li'iaaiid liif hiuih siiiill li.-,' d. r>vii l.njr' ht r, and a 
linlr' chiid shall l.'ad lhe:n." 
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